
 

 

Christ, who is our life January 2021 
 
Hello Dear Friends 
Firstly, we wanted as a family to send out a thank you to all of you for your support, 
prayers and encouragement in 2020. As a new year begins we want to mention how 
amazing God has been to us through 2020. Navigating a year hit by Covid and 
having our plans delayed was never going to be easy. Yet, we have seen God’s 
provision and plan so clearly shown to us in 2020. Certainly, you have all been a 
massive part of seeing us reach 70% of our needed support and getting us through a 
very turbulent year with your prayer and 
kindness! We know that you will have similar stories of God’s grace and provision in 
2020 – He has kept us in His hands all through this crazy year. 

 
Secondly, we wanted to encourage you as the year begins in your own walk with 
Christ. As 2021 begins if you feel like us, you are tired of Covid talk. Yet Covid 
seems to have 2021 under its influence already as we experience a new lockdown 
and the same old fears and worries. So then take a moment to focus on this powerful 
passage in Colossians 3:1-4. 

“Since, then you have been raised with Christ, set you hearts on things above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory” 

How well the Apostle Paul knew times of hardship, anxiety and problems that just 
didn’t seem to budge or move. I wonder how many times he came to a new year 
facing the same old problems. But his perspective, written for us in the power of the 
Spirit, changes our outlook completely. See how Paul can say “you have been raised 
with Christ... for you died” – in the past tense we died to our old worldly life when we 
trusted in Christ. Our old, worldly way of life died and now we are raised to a new 
life. To Christ’s own life, for now Christ 
... is our life, he is our joy and hope. And Christ is far above the strains and pains of 
this moment in the world. Our worth, our hope, our joy is bound not to what happens 
in this world but is tied and fastened forever to Christ’s own life! How incredible. This 
passage issues us a challenge to not only think positively about a distant heaven, 



but is also a call to remember that we are not our own, and the deepest truth about 
us now is that we are in Christ! His life is our life and when he returns we shall 
appear in glory with Him. Hallelujah! 

So in this uncertain 2021, no matter how dark or anxious things may get in the world 
our life is hidden forever with Jesus. This is what we long to share with SE Asians 
and those around us. Perhaps the best prayer we could pray as the year starts is: 

Father God, remind me not of the problems of the world but of the 
goodness of Jesus. Not of my position in this world, but of my binding to Christ. His 

life is my life, his reward is my reward, his place at your side is somehow my place at 
your side. O Jesus come soon and while we wait let us take your good news to the 

ends of the earth! 

 
A Brief Update for 2021: 
 
We also wanted to let you all know we are still absolutely set on God’s call to SE 
Asia. Our desire is to be in SE Asia by July 2021. We will need to raise our final 30% 
in 2021 for this to happen; and we will need the Covid situation to have improved. 
We are trusting God for breakthrough in both these areas. 
In the meantime, while we build support and trust for clearer travel restrictions God 
has opened some doors for us in terms of the beginning of 2021. 
 
Rob’s will continue to teach at St Anne's in 2021 and it looks like she will have to 
adapt to a season of online teaching again. Kent is being taken on board by OMF as 
an affiliate who will be sent to Union Bible Institute (UBI), to serve until we can depart 
for SE Asia. UBI's vision is to train Christlike servant leaders for the African church 
and beyond. We are delighted to be able to partner OMF and UBI in this 
ministry. Daniel and Zoë will be going to schools as normal and we will continue to 
stay in Hilton. 
 
So as a family we have good, kingdom work to be busy with in 2021 as we pursue 
the final stretch of our support raising and preparations to leave SA. We feel very 
blessed to have these opportunities to serve and to work as we wait for the final door 
to open to SE Asia. Please contact us if you want to know any more about our plans 
and how 2021 is looking for us. 
 
 Praise and Prayer: 
1. Praise God for getting us Dyer’s through a tricky year 
2. Praise God for helping us reach 70% of our needed support – if not for Him, there 
is no way that we would be at that level given the financial strain of Covid on so 
many. 
3. Praise God for Robs’ role at St Anne's and for Kents’ at Union Bible Institute. 
4. Pray that in 2021 we will be able to raise the remaining 30% and get across to SE 
Asia by July. 
 
So thank you all, we want you to know again, that your partnership means so much 
to us and also to the kingdom. Let us all look forward to the mighty works of God in 
2021 and let us pray and partner in urgent joy to see his kingdom come in our 
hearts, in our churches, our country and of course to the ends of the earth! May you 
all be blessed richly in Christ this New Year 
 
Much Love 
The Dyer's 


